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This is an account of the Ransom store taken from "The Valley of 
the Kedrow. The story of the South Parrish, Woodstock, VT" by Mary 
Grace Canfield, published in 1940 by the Redron Associates. 


The book is a limited edition and belongs to my father Earl Rauson. 
The store is approximately of the same period as the projected village. 
I thought it might interest you as it describes the store stock and 


how it was run. 


Maris Iverson 





THE GOOD OLD DAYS 


When | hear some people praise 
What they call the “good old days”, 
And they tell me what they miss, 

| remember things like this: 


Coal oil lamps, a wheat straw broom, 
Outdoor, wooden powder room, 
Cast-iron stoves, and wood for fuel, 
Walk a mile or more to school. 





Pitch the hay and scrub the floors, 
Fill the lantern, do the chores, 
Carry water from the spring, 
swarms of flies on everything. 


Milk the cows and slop the hogs, 
Chink the cracks between the logs, 
Mend the harness, shoe the mare, 
Clean the barn, no time to spare. 


Horsecars, gaslights, button shoes, 
Muddy streets and avenues, 
Whiskers, corsets, Derby hats, 
Rubber collars and cravats. 


Up before the sun's first rays, 3 
Yes, sir! Those were "good old days". - 


/ 








The old day books of the Stores have been a constant source of 
information and interest. The earliest one is dated June 1792 
and they continue up to 179€. There is one for 1811. These are 
all books of the Ransome store. I have had access to one of Noah 
Woods books beginning in 1818 and covering ten years. He did not 
have a store tut had a Lusy workshop. He was Noah, Senior. Later 
there was a ,randson tearing the same name. Jason Kendall's : 
day book bejinning in 1828 and covering eight years tells of his 
many activities. His center of operations was his farm and home. 
Gaius Perkins interests centered in his tannery and Khe shoe 
Ltusiness. One of his Looks bejginnin;, in 1820 and continuing 
till 1829 reveal the tremendous tusiness he was doing. 

It was the rarest thing that anybody paid cash. Of course 
there was but little money in circulation. One paid for the 
articles bought, by produce from the farm or by work. Many of 
the charges are for rum, brandy, wine. Daughters, sons, wives 
make these purchases for the men of the families. The stuff was 
sold by the glass to be swallowed at once or in larger quantities 
to be taken home. Some of them must have eaten tobacco for the 
amounts sold are large.  Snuff was bought with great frequency. 
The deacons and the preachers needed stimulants and they bought 
them often. Winslow Phelps has these items charged one day, 

Pints rum, $ pint wine, $ pint brandy, i lb. loaf sugar and 
some of raisins. Deacon Ransom gets a quart of rum. Joshua 
Bailey buys two gallons of rum. On the day they made these pur- 
chases there are seventeen entries. Ten of the men bought 
quantities of liquor. The Rev. Elijah Norton buys salt, rum and 
brandy, a few days before he bought rum, and the process is re- 
peated again and again. Ensign Elisha Lord on one day buys 3 
quarts of rum, then 1 quart more, also giner, allspice and pepper. 
He was going to preparea mess to burn up his internal arrange- 
ments. Elijah Harlow buys a large cheese, a comb and rum. And 
so the record goes on day by day and year by year. It is a re- 
lief to turn from narcotics to warming pans which in 1793 are 
being sold to many people. Poplin and crape gowns are being 
bought by some of the daughters and men buy horn combs. Most of 
the people made their own shoes in the 1790's so leather and 
shoe binding are purchased. It is well to remember that these 
early settlers on the land had learned some trades back in Mass- 
achusetts or Connecticut from whence most of them came. They 
were shipwrights, blacksmiths, wheelwrights, shoemakers, masons 
One mand had teen making ship anchors. ‘hey were trained and 
hardened men and knew the use of tools and how to fell trees 
and build catins. Presently the flax growin, and sheep are teing 
raised, also ¿rains and the products of the land are exchan.ed 
at the Ransome Store for salt and other items which they cannot 
produce. The store takes every article trought to it. Barter 
and trading follow, and the Ransoms send their wagons regul-- 
arly to Boston with the surplus and tring tack the many things 
which are needed. 

There is no bank, but the Store was a clearing house not 
only for the people of Woodstock but for all the surrounding 
towns. Customers came even from far away Rochester over roads 
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roads little tetter than trails. The Ransoms accepted notes for 


took notes by which one man has 
pe peed Ee e e parahi they never refused a note any 


more than they would refuse flax seed, ashes or meat, but the fact 
remains that often they had difficulty in making collections and 
many legal troubles ensued. The early paper are full of notices 
demanding payment for bills long overdue and it is little wonder 
that so many stores failed, even this famous Ransom Store did 
eventually. 

In 1793 the people are buying glass for windows and sashed 
are being made. Logwood, copperas, alum, indigo are now on sale 
and the dying of yarns is taking place.  Looms are making cloth 
curde fulling mills start for the finishing of cloth. The daily 
life of both men and women is one of hard work. 

I copy a few items from the books and use the spelling found 
in them:- Andrew Smith a deacon of the Congegational Church and 
finally a full fledged preacher is getting ready for his job. 

He is buying brimstone and tobacco and rum, much rum. His wife 
buys "Sundries." Andrew pays his lengthy bill with wheat, labor, 
ashes and hires our his horse for a journey to Boston and five 
bushels of Whear, his credit for that deal was one round and five 
shillings. Jacob Holt blances his account by giving his note. 
George Lake cleans up his account with a fat hog and three bushels 
of flax seed and he made nails for the Ransoms. Stephen Bailey 
was credited for a “large Kittle returned." Isaac Cobb pays 

$5.00 cash. It is entered on the book as one pound and ten 
shillings. Brewer and Myreck carry freight to and from Boston 
for the store. Capt. William Perkins pays $0.00 cash, this is a 
real event. Elijah Field chops wood and hauls it and so pays his 
bill. Amasa Ransom hauls Pearl ask to Bog&on. He works in the 
Shop and gives his note and so settles his account. His tomb 
stone is in the Kendall graveyard and his first name is spelt 
Amisa which is incorrect. John Moor is paid for a "Journey of 
his Cart wheels to Boston last summer," twelve shillings. Kendall 
Emerson carried freight to Boston for the store. He did this sev- 
eral times and carried heavy loads each way. John Cottle gets 
credit by lathing, plastering and topping a chimney. He also laid 
the lath for the store. This means the store on the hill. He 
whitewashed it. Even with all of this work, he is till in debt 
over one pound, and then settled with a note-and so his account 

is balanced. Simeon Dunham hewed two plates and a beam for the 
Ransom barn and his son works on the timbers two days. Then 
Simeon gives his note and his debt is wiped out. Deacon Phinehas 
Thomas pastured sheep, somebody else did the same for oxen and 
received credit on their bills. Some things which are tought in 
1795 are Darning needles, Tea Pott, nails, tea, cupberd lock, 
bandana handkerchief, also a black silk one and many made of 
Cambric, silk twist, much of it, felt hatt, sugar box, spelling 
book "Set Heneras annotations," two pair women's underleathers. 
Six pewter places, 1581 Feet Clear pine boards, dyes of many kinds 
Dr. Drew buys eight brass handles and Elijah Harlow buys brass 
handles and brass pins. Silvester Edson gets a looking glass.. 
Mitchel Pope buys tea, Erimstone, cake of chocolate and a lawn 
handkerchief. Cakes of chocolate and squares of siner bread 

are now in the store and bought often. Loaf sugar also has arr- 
ived. Other purchases were kubstones, Cloth for shoes, shoe 
binding, one paid of compasses, cod fish, iron shovels, hand saws, 
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files, worsted suits, large sickle, cotten wool, a large chamber 
pot, an ordinary one. They are selling calico, china sil, moreen, 
holland cambric, ribbon lelonet, Shawls made of silk, corduroy 
tow-cloth, Shallone, lawn, woosted gowns, Red cloaks, Euckles, 
large Hatts. 

In 1795 men began to get a shave at the store.  Thecommon 
price was 13 cents, but one man paid 20 cents and another only 
10. Articles being sold, were spelling books, raisins, macherel, 
shoebinding, skeins of silk, milk pans. John Ransom sells Sall 
perry 230 feet of Bords. She is called Sall in many records and 
her last name begins with a small p. As usual the store looks 
after this transaction and Deacon Thomas sells 130 feet of Eords. 
Lemons are on sale, a little coffee, more tea, buttons large and 
small, Psalm Books and bed ropes. Rebecca Hammond buys one quire 
of paper, that was a huge amoungt for two or three sheets were the 
usual purchases. The Hammond girls taught school early and they 
were writing poetry. Paper was a necessity for them. Combs 
are tought now and then. Dea. Thomas' wife buys 12 small plates, 
4 bowls, moreen and silk and he will pay in three months. 

Eleazer Parker hires the wagon for Carting Hay.  Hinges and locks 
are being sold, also shears, nippers, flints, pen knives, 1 dozen 
needles, small earthen platter, small earthen plates, small iron 
kittle. Lieut. Wm. Ellis gets the cash on two notes from Deacon 
Cottle and one on Thomas Page. The Ransoms are paid for the 
"servis of Bool" by several persons. People buy chalk, cakes 

of sope, 2 Skains of thread, Porringers, 2 paper pins, 1 Thimble, 
1 large cream pot, cowbell, yarn stockings. A pound of tea costs 
3/4. The Rev. John Ransom indulges in that large amount, also 
one flowered tumbler, tea canister, a set of flowered cups,. 
Sylvanus Cottle's daughter tuys cups and a platter. Elder Ran- 
som's wife buys a "Silk Bunnit" for eight shillings. Daniel 
Ralph's daughter buys a milk pan, a pudan pan, 2 earthen platters, 
1 flowered baker, 1 earthen mug, 1 large earthen bool. James 
Slayton gets a set of tea spoons, 1 brass Ring, 1 pr. netting 
needles. Biel Farnsworth by his mother, who was at this time Mrs. 
Elijah Norton, for Biel's father Oliver had passed away some 
years before and she had taken on the Rev. Elijah Norton, buys 

12 green plates, 8 Large plates, 6 small ones, 1 set tea cups, 

1 sugar box, 1 creamer, 1 shawl, 1 Sett Tea Spoons, 1 Tea Pott 
and son Biel is charged Li 8/6. That was quite a pruchase for 
1795. Gloves, Webster Spelling book, 1 large Tea Kettle is anot- 
er purchase. In December of this year Nathaniel Walden bought 

a half dozen Knives and forks. This is the earliest mention of 
these articles. He also bought places and tea spoons. The store 
lent Capt. W,. Ellis $13.00. in 1796, Jonathan Kingsley gets 

his daughter a string of beads.  Almanacs are on sale and are 
being bought. Samuel Slayton buys a looking glass, Stephen 
Bailey buys 3 large spoons and a large shawl. Elder Elias 

Smith gets a Large Felt hatt. David Mack returns a looking glass. 
Was that too frivolous for David? Pepper and allspice, are 

being bought during these years, Jonathan Kingsley gets a look- 
ing glass for 3/9.  Thereis an interesting item in 1796 "Jjabez 
Hammond by Daughter for elonet, wire, 1 sken silk 5/ ty Rhoda 
for Nabby to pay, to come out of her money." Wm. McClay's 
daughter gets a Light China gown L1 18/6. The old Scotchman was 
most generous with his daughters. Wm. wyllys buys four large 
flour barrels. Various people are selling butter at the store, 
some cheese and a few honey. ‘The Widow Powers is credited for 
one goos. Sylvanus Cottle buys more forks and knives. Geo. 

Lake gets a candlestick. Spelling books and dishes are tought 
and several necessariums. A t 





Roger Williams' name is often on the books. His clerk, 
his friend, his sister-in-law, his wife all-do business for hin. 
Nabby Cottle and Polly Hammond are buying for each other quite 
often. So the years go by with barter and trade. People come 
from Rochester to buy and sell at the Ransom Store. They come 
from Hartland, Bridgewater and Reading. The Ransome carry every 
todys load, accept everybody's notes, pay anyone's tills by 
Verbal order, shift produce from one person to another. Occa- 


sionally the books say "by over charge," "if not set down tefore,' 


"paid last summer." They were remarkable men and a few evidences 


of their taste still exist. The charming old store building on 
the hill. The beautiful doorways in the white house. Thestair 
way in their brick house now the Kedron Tavern. 

Please read this list of first names that fond parents atta- 
ched to their innocent offspring who settled in the South Parish. 
They certainly reveal a rather intimate acquaintance with Bibli- 
cal history. Abel, Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, Israel, 
Judah, Benjamin, Dan, Reuben, Ephraim, Seth, Joshua, Caleb, 
Gideon, Simeon, Moses, Aaron, David, Nathan, Elijah, Elisha, 
Eleazer, Phineas, Amasa, Jonathan, Josiah, Lemuel, Peletiah, 
Jabez, Daniel, Ezekial, Nehemiah, Ezra, Hezekiah, Ebenezer, Samuel, 
Hosea, Amos, Jonah, Jonas, Abijah, Abiah, John, James, Peter, 
Andrew, Philip, Nathaniel, Thomas, Stephen, Silas, Titus, 
Appollos, Anselm, and Clement will do the the Church Fathers and 
Calvin appears for the Reformation. Some folks had read another 
sort of history and here are Vespasian, Plutarch, Archippus, 
and Crispus. Some of the women had these first names: Relief, 
Submit, Patience, Desire, Delight, Diadama, Acigail, Aurora, 
Sarah, Elizabeth, Ruth, Polly, Azuba, Eunice, Betsey, Annis, 
Deborah, Lydia, Phebe, Huldah, Ann, Pluma. 
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Leave it to Weaver : 
DIB Designs 
Wilmington, VT 05363 
802-464-3146 | E 


Hold on to your hats, for we are going back a 'few' years. 
These items were taken from my Pop's little 'brown' book., which 
I treasure. The first item in it is dated Sept. 20, 1895. 

He received $5.00 for pig; lambs $23.38; 4 foxes $6.45; Skunk 
$5.40; Bounty $2.00. In those days a bounty was paid on animal 
furs. 

1894 'Grand List $7.00.  18929--.rand Poll $200.00; money 
645.00. Stock 85.00. 

1893. sold 2 pigs $4.00; (it wouldn't even buy a pig's tail 
now). Here are some ways he spent his money in 1893. Book 25¢ 
Grange, 15¢; Valley Fair 504; overalls 75¢; gloves 75£; 
drilling 354; tie 25¢; Felts (shoes) 1.25; rubbers 2.00; 
shirt 1.00; cap 1.15; sundries 186; traps 1.17; traps ^6£; gloves 
50g; mittens 754. He worked 24 days and received $2.00. Of 
Course, he worked at home for his father farming also. 

1894. Recd. Cash 2.50; Skunk Oil $4.30...this was very good 
for chest colds,very potent but it worked in yester year when one 
didn't run to the doctor all the time. Bark $5.00; While he 
paid out 50¢ for teeth; rubber boots $3.00; tooth picks, 8£; 
clothes $9.25; hat $1.75; fish rod etc. $3.35..a real extra- 
vagance! sow $12.00; middlings $3.36; taxes (town) 8.47; 
ander shirts $1.40; bran 1.20; rubber boots 3.50; shirt 1.00; 
apples 1.00. While he worked scaling logs for his cousin at the 
Fitch Mill for 802 per day! Perhaps things evened out. 

In 1897 he worked piling wood, 29 cords 9 10 $2.90. 

In 1896 he trapped with 1 mink $1.25; 1 mink, $1.00; 3 rats 
@10 and 3 @ 8¢ (muskrats) 5 no 2 skunk @.40; 2 no. 3 skunk @.20; 
3 no 4 skunk @10¢; 2 fox @ $1.35; 1 coon 75¢. He worked 8$ hours 
per day! 1897 "work on bridges, 10 hours work $1.50" 

1896 the town tax was $7.71; 4 cwt middlings $3.40; cap, 50£i 
1897. M. W. Catalog 15$; teeth pulling $3.00; overshoes $2.00; 
teeth (uppers) $10.00; suit $12.00; and town tax $9.48. 1997 
piling 29 cords of wood, $2.90. Sold 4# chicken, 60¢.Sold 
2 gallons skunk oil $4.50; imagine ‘trying’ it out straining it 
and then putting it into containers?! s 

Something must have happened in 1898 he got paid 102 per hour. 
He worked for his uncle and was paid 75€ a day for farm work. 

In 1899 he paid out for the follo&ng: leggings $1.29; mittens 
25¢3 coat and vest, $7.00; overcoat $10.00; 2 fine shirts- 7048; 
he was then engaged to Mom so splurged! 1900: overgaiters 75¢; 
rubber boots $2.85; Watch, $20.00..this is a Hamilton Watch, 

a pocket watch, which I treasure. Suit of clothes $8.50; 
alaskers $1.00.and the Grand List read Poll 200.00; sheep 40.00; 
2 swine, 16.00; money $575.00. 

The Place, $1100.00, 25 acres. some expenses getting it in 
proper shape..5 gal. R. Oil (rude) 3.50; 25 £ white lead Q6 
1.62; 124 # zinc 8102, 1.31.Chamber set $25.00, a high head 
board bed, which Pop later cut down to more modern style, a bureau 
with mirror and a commode! To my knowledge, the bedroom set is 
still going good, it has probably worn out more mattresses and 
springs than any other around, it has lasted longer! Kitchen 
stove, $10.00 and 'parlor'stove,$20.00. Silver for 12, the kind 
that had to be polished, $10.50; tea kettle 1.25; soap dish 54; 
mop, 15€ and broom 2354; wash board 254, fry pan 254; bread pan 
126; 2 round cake tins 164; tea pot 50€; milk pans 202; pint dish 
Pg ane quaro dian of dli^1992 0e — 54; iron tablespoon 124. 


2 screen doors, $1.25; scales, $3.05 these would weigh up as much 

as needed from a bushed of spuds to anything else needed weighing, 

had platform one stepped on, and also a hopper. Table $7.00 

and was it sturdy...to demonstrate it never let anyone down Dan once 

walked the length of it with all the leaves in, to 16 foot, he got 

by with that, no one else would have! Set dishes for 12, $9.60. 

6 chairs, $4.92 and they lasted and still are so far as I know. 

Ash chamber set $17.50, feathers $1.62 as Mom made her own pillows. 

In 1902 Pop sold W. S. Brown & 20. 3 bushels of potatoes, $2.25; 

and turned around and baught wall paper for the same amount! well 

potatoes wouldn't cover” the walls. Pop sold 7 calf pelts @.40, 

2 sheep pelts @35¢. In 1903 he boarded a horse from Saturday 

night to Tuesday noon, 8 feeds, $1.00. And to the use of Bank for 

landing logs winter 1902-05 $10.00. River Bank, that is.In 190^ he d 

shoveled snow for the Town, 17à hours and got $2.62.1905 To 14 hours 

with team drawing snow on bridge, l56. Sold 313 pound ham @14¢ per. 
It must be remembered this was before income taxes- before 

state and Federal taxes, when a dollar was worth a whole dollar and 

everyone still counted pennies, they had to. They grew all the food 

they could and seldom even tried to keep up with the Joneses. There 

was contentment, and always something to "turn over" for goods needed. 

When Pop went to Brattleboro for grain (day started before 4:00 A.M. 

and ended about midnight) he took down potatoes, eggs, packed in sawdust 

to survive the trip, butter, hams or any meat could be spared. 

And people who earned $25.00 a week, grew a garden, had hens, COW, 

raised a pig, could put money in the Bank. ‘his was before 'hungry 

cars were a MUST! Some folks never left their own neighborhood 

and didn't know they'd missed anything. Them were the days! 

And it all evened up, just as it does now... there were no credit 

-ards then, but some were forever 'paying for dead horses'. 


ARTHRITIS 
Take a dead cat into the woods to a hollow 
stump that has spunk in it. Twirl the cat 
overhead and then toss the cat to the south. 
Walk away north but do not look back. 


ASTHMA 
If a child has asthma stand him up against a 
tree and drive a nail in the tree an inch above 
his head. If the child grows an inch in the next 
year, the asthma will disappear. 








‘Stuffed awn Calicoes and Q Quilts 


he Norton House, a quilt- 
i ing shop just stuffed with 
calicoes, needlework, 
sewing machines, knitting and 
stenciling supplies, with candles 
and gifts, is located in Southern 
Vermont on Route 9 in Wilming- 
ton. This lovely cape style build- 
ing was originally a dwelling 
" house being built about 200 years 
ago. It is on the National Register 
of Historic Sites. Many of the 
18th Century construction fea- 
. tures are still visible and are in- 
- cluded in a small museum with 
artifacts of early Vermont. 
The owner, Sue Wurzberger 
‘first opened the Norton House as 
a candle shop nearly 20 years ago. 
Always an avid sewer, she decided 
in 1978 to turn the old ell section 
of the house into a quilting and 
needlework shop. The selection of 


calico fabric has increased con- 





tinually along with Sue’s enthu- 
siasm for quilting. In addition to 
over 1000 calicoes and solids is a 
large remnant table full of bar- 
gains, all 100% cotton. There are 
also many delightful craft and 
quilt patterns and books to in- 
spire everyone. Classes are taught 
on a regular basis and Thelma, a 
talented employee is happy to 
answer questions in all areas of 
sewing and crafts. The video ma- 
chine is always set up with on 
going free instruction on popular 
forms of quilting and crafts. 
One of Sue's first quilts is an 
extra long lap quilt made espe- 
cially for her husband Al to keep 
warm under while reading or 
watching T.V. in their old Ver- 
mont farmhouse. This sampler 
quilt is made nice and thick for 


warmth, but Al soon discovered 


that he can easily hide an evenings 
supply of cookies out of sight. He 
can enjoy his favorite snack with- 
out leaving his cozy chair and if he 
is really careful, no one will realize 
just how many cookies he is eat" 
ing! 

A few years ago when their 
daughter, Carolsue was married, 
her husband Rod began working 
as manager of the Norton House. 


*The Cookie Quilt Sampler" was : 
made by Sue Wurzberger for her 
husband who likes to snuggle up 
under it on cold Vermont evenings 
while watching television. He also 
loves to hide horne-baked cookies 
under the covers. 
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Sue had expected Rod to take 
over the candle and gift sales, so 
she would have more time for 
quilting. However, Rod took to 
sewing and fabric sales like a duck 
to water and so that part of the 
business has been expanding 


throughout the building. Ladies 


are often surprised to find a young 
man ready to help them and they 
usually look quickly around for a 
woman who will certainly know 
more about quilting. They soon 
discover that Rod can cut fabric 


as well as anyone. 
.For quilters living beyond driv- 


ing distance to Vermont, there isa 
mail order catalogue with close to 


. 400 swatches for $3.00ppd. This 


catalogue contains many quilting 
notions, patterns, and books. It is 
a pleasant way to shop for the 
many mail order customers who 
have learned about the Norton 
House by shopping from home. 

Next door to the Norton House 
you will find an old country store 
run by Sue's husband Al, daugh- 
ter Carolsue, and son Albert (part 
time on college vacations). The 
most recent addition to this enter- 
prising family is granddaughter, 
Emily Susan, who often rides in a 
backpack learning the retail bus- 
iness a day at a time. Do travel to 


| this charming village in Vermont 
- and visit this really special shop. 


Editor's Note: To order the Nor- 
ton House catalogue, send $3.00 
ppd. to Norton House, P.O. Box 
578, Wilmington, Vermont 05363 





James Madison's Montpelier: 
A Constitutional Celebration 





by Jonathan Walters 


On March 16, 1987, one of the nation’s 
most significant landmarks of democracy 
was once again opened to the public—for 
the first time in 150 years. That landmark is 
James Madison's home, Montpelier, which 
in March took its rightful place alongside 
Mount Vernon and Monticello as monu- 
ments to the men and women who strug- 
gled so tirelessly to free a nation. 

Both the day and year of the reopening 
are significant: March 16 is Madison’s birth- 
day, his 236th. And 1987 is the Bicentennial 
of the United States Constitution, a docu- 
ment that Madison fought perhaps hardest 
of all the Founding Fathers to shape 
through years of discussion, negotiation, 
debate and, in some cases, heated argu- 
ment with the likes of Thomas Jefferson, 
Alexander Hamilton and Patrick Henry. 

'T hat Montpelier is once again being 
opened to the public is especially signifi- 
cant, for Montpelier, like Mount Vernon 
and Monticello before it, was once a mecca 
for travelers curious and anxious to com- 
mune with James Madison from the time of 
his retirement in 1817 to his death. 

“It is indeed appropriate that on March 
16, 1987, the house and grounds again be 
returned to the public," said National "Trust 
president J. Jackson Walter, “so visitors can 
once fall under the spell of the man consid- 
ered ‘the Father of the Constitution." 

The original Montpelier was built begin- 
ning in 1755 (four years after Madison's 
birth) and completed around 1765 by James 
Madison, Sr., a prosperous planter. It wasa 
brick mansion suggesting the Virginia 
Georgian style. The house would later un- 
dergo dramatic alteration at the hands of 
James and his wife Dolley, as the Madison’s 
sought to improve and expand it—keeping 
in mind a growing family and the visitors 
they knew the house would one day attract. 

While the house changed little from 1765 
to around the turn of the century, Madison 
certainly did not. In 1776 he was elected as 
a Virginia delegate to the Second Conti- 
nental Congress, where he established 


himselfas the most able and hardworking 
member of the committees writing early 
drafts of the Constitution. 

Madison remained active in state politics 
through ratification of the Constitution in 
1787, until 1789, when he was elected to 
the first U.S. Congress, serving the nation's 
first president, George Washington. It was 
while in Congress that Madison met and 
married Dolley "Todd, who would become 
Madison’s greatest ally and asset when he 
moved to the White House in 1809. 

Madison undertook the first major altera- 
tions to Montpelier in 1797, after consult- 
ing with his friend—and accomplished 
architect— l'homas Jefferson. Jefferson 
was happy to help, but less thrilled when 
Madison proceeded to pirate some of Mon- 
ticellos most talented craftsmen to imple- 
ment his renovation scheme. 

Madison’s alteration turned the small 
Georgian-style house into a grander Fed- 
eral-style building, which would include a 
large, distinctive portico. 

In 1801, Madison was called back to 
Washington as l'homas Jefferson's Secre- 
tary of State, an office in which he re- 
mained (negotiating the Louisiana 
Purchase while there) until 1809, when he 
assumed the presidency. 

In 1814, while the British burned the 
White House, Madison was, ironically, in 
the midst of his last and massive expansion 
of Montpelier, to which he would retire, fi- 
nally, in 1817. ‘There he turned to farming 
and to entertaining throngs of visitors in his 
newly expanded drawing room and formal 
gardens until his death June 27, 1836. Eight 
years later, Dolley, debt-ridden, was forced 
to sell Montpelierand move to more mod- 
est quarters. 

Montpelier came to the du Pont family in 
1900, when it was purchased by William du 
Pont, Sr., who passed it to Marion du Pont 
Scott in 1928. Mrs. Scott left it to the "Trust 
upon her death in 1982. 

What came to the ‘Irust was a house 
much altered from the davs of James and 
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Dolley, and one of the first major efforts the 
"Trust has undertaken at Montpelier is to 
learn just where the Madison' house ends 
and others begin. 

‘The research effort aimed at uncovering 
the origin and evolution of the house in- 
cludes a complete structural report, paint 
analysis, X-ray photography for non- 
destructive analysis and an archeological 
investigation. At the same time the Trust is 


: developing a full restoration and renovation 


master plan aimed at the main house, 
grounds and selected other buildings on 
the estate. 

Rather than close Montpelier during the 
lengthy research and restoration phase, 
however, the Trust has decided to keep it 
open. The decision was based on the clear 
need to honor the Constitution bicenten- 
nial and the man whose influence on that 
document was greatest. But the house is 
also being opened so visitors can learn from 
and feel a part of what will be one of the 
largest and most significant restoration 
efforts in America’s history. 

At the same time, the Trust has sched- 
uled a full year’s worth of events at 
Montpelier designed to coincide with the 
bicentennial, highlights of which include 


K 


James Madison's Montpelier, Va. home will open to the public for the first time this year. 
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the official opening of the house and the 
formal celebration of the Constitution's 
200th anniversary September 17-18. 

“We are proud and pleased that the ‘Irust 
can play a significant role in restoring 
Montpelier and open it to the public," says 
Walter. “And we look forward to working 
with the distinguished members of the 
Montpelier Council in helping Montpelier 
take its rightful place as one of the country’s 
most significant landmarks of democracy.” 


Editors Note: This year, the National Trust for 
the first time in 150 years will open to the public 
Montpelier, the former home of James Madison, 
the father of the United States Constitution. The 
opening of this landmark of democracy will kick 
off the National Trusts celebration of the bicen- 
tennial of the document that shaped our great 
nation. As you plan your celebration of “Land- 
marks of Democracy” during Preservation Week 
1987, add this feature to the information you 
provide your local media. 


Jonathan Walters is an editor of Preservation 
News, the monthly newspaper of the National 
Trust for Historic Preservation. 
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lor Immediate Release FEBRUARY 1987 





Dear Sir, 


The UNION AND CONFEDERATE VOLUNTEERS, the New England consortium of 
Civil War reenactment units and living history individuals, is proud 
to announce the following 1987 events: 


July 31, August 1-2, 1987 
14th Annual Ft. Warren Encampment on George's 
i Island in Boston Harbor. 


September 18-20, 1987 

3rd Annual Battle of Wompatuck Wilderness, an 
authentic tactical event at Wompatuck State 
Park in Hingham, Massachusetts. 


Please publish an announcement of these events in your next issue 
‘and in subsequent issues up until the date of each event. An 
informational listing of each event is enclosed for your convenience. 
Feel free to alter it's style to conform with your format. If you 
require any further information please contact the event co-ordinator 
or the UCV public relations officer. 


The UCV is deeply indebted to fine publications, such as yours, for 
carrying the news of our activities. This type of support assures 
well-attended, authentic living history events for both participants 
and spectators. Thank you for your assistance. 


Respectfully, ) 
WA aa E MCR 


Michael A. McBride 
Public Relations Officer 
UNION AND CONFEDERATE VOLUNTEERS 


UNION AND CONFEDERATE VOLUNTEERS 
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JULY 31, AUGUST 1-2, 1987, FORT WARREN, GEORGE'S ISLAND, BOSTON. 
The 14th Annual Fort Warren Civil War Encampment sponsored by the 
MDC and the UNION AND CONFEDERATE VOLUNTEERS. Drill and battle 
demonstrations, civilian and military vignettes, field cooking and 
camp life, fashion show, memorial service, Saturday evening meal, 
authenticity awards, and participation ribbons. Boat transportation 
Authentics only: Infantry, Cavalry, Artillery, Civilians, 
Musicians, Sutlers welcome. For information and registration contact: 
Capt. Richard Johns, 2nd South Carolina V.I., P.O. Box 266 Lynn, MA 


01903, (617)745-6510 nights. 


provided. 


MASSACHUSETTS 





SEPTEMBER 18-20, 1987, HINGHAM. 
The 3rd Annual Battle of Wompatuck Wilderness sponsored by the 
UNION AND CONFEDERATE VOLUNTEERS. Saturday; daylong tactical 
wargames in 1000 acres of dense woodlands, evening meal. Sunday; 
VISUS, ay I 


battle reenactment on-10.acres of fields and woods. 
Water, firewood, sanitary 


Museum tent, 
seperate Union and Confederate camps. 
facilities and showers. Seperate modern camping available. 
Authentics only: Infantry, Mounted Cavalry, Artillery, Civilians, 
Musicians, Sutlers welcome. For information and registration 
contact: Sgt. Allan Houghton, 12th Massachusetts V.I., 60 Ferry St. 


Marshfield, MA 02050, (617)834-7683. 
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Schoharie, NY 12157 November 13, 1986 


Gentlemen: 


Your distinguished organization is invited to encamp with us at the annual 
"Stone Fort Days". The celebration scheduled for the weekend of the 3rd 
and 4th of October, 1987, will be sponsored by the Schoharie County Historical 
Society, and will take place at the Old Stone Fort Museum Complex, Schoharie, 
New York. 

Approaching the Centennial of the Historical Society in 1988, we have 
been trying to improve the "Stone Fort Days" weekend each year-inviting more 
units, making improvements to the grounds-so that the 1989 encampment will 
truely be a 'Grand Encampment'. Due to the anticipated large response for 
the Centennial, units that have supported previous events will get first 
priority so participation in the 1987 and 1988 event will help assure you 
a spot in the 1989 "special event". 

A tactical demoastration each day. There will be more room for the 
battles this year, so we are anticipating a fierce struggle between forces. 
The Stone Fort Days Committee, is constantlv looking for ways to improve 
the event for the participants as well as the public. Thus they have recognized 
the need for: 

(1) More room-We have been assured the use of the corn-field area without 
any obstruction. this more than triples the battle field-area. 

(2) Erection of a permenant barrier-plans are being made to build rail 
fencing which will insure effective. crowd control. The public will have 
an excellent observation area without interfering with the daily activities. 
Access to the stockade/battle-field area will be with tour guides only, ailowing 
the participants to have scouts and skermishes thoughout the day. 

A soldier's program at the Museum and the Colonial Variety Show featuring 
song, dance, music and tall tales of the l8th Century. 

Special activities are being planned in the village of Schoharie on 
Friday night for the participants. Perhaps a riot, skermish, Or- k.i e 

Each unit wili be supplied with ample provisions of beef, variety of 
vegetables, cider, bread, maple sugar and apples. Straw and firewood will 
also be provided. 

Deadline for unit response will be April 15, 1987. Further information 
will be sent out shortly after the l5th. We are looking forward to a great 
weekend, with sunny, DRY and warm weather! | 





(Camp Coordinators) ri .rvts 
We Remain Y S 


Richard Sherman James Morrison 
Alan Cross 
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Headquatlers Nn M von Tio 
STATE HISTORIC SITE haere chores which would otherwise have taken up soldiers' time. And as 
if cooking, sewing, cleaning, nursing, and laundering weren't enough, 
y some of these women involved themselves in military action itself. 
Women and Children Last Although ordered to stay behind the lines, women often found themselves 
on the fields aiding the men, carrying water to the troops, and in 
Clean shirts, bandaged wounds, water mugs, and cornmeal cakes desperate situations might involve themselves in the fighting. Deborah 


... these were among tne myriad responsibilities of the 18th century Sampson, an extreme example, went so far as to disguise herself as a 


female campfollowers. These women, primarily from the lower classes, man in order to fight as a Continental soldier. She served in the 


were accustomed to hard work. Nothing could prepare them, however, Continental Army for three years before she was found out 
for the hardships they were to face during the American Revolution. Perhaps the most well-known campfollower was Martha Washington, 
First, to dispel a myth: There is no evidence proving that who, like some other officers' wives, accompanied her husband frequently. 


Continental Army campfollowers were more apt to be prostitutes than She was fortunate to have the option of returning home to Mount Vernon 
women who did non follow the army. In fact, Gen. Washington took a when army life became too overwhelming. i 
very dim view of women with loose morals (and perhaps a veneral disease) While the soldiers of the Continental Army fought, suffered, and 
and ordered them, officially to stay away from the troops. Most of died for the cause of Independence during the eight long years of 
the women followed the regiments in which their husbands or sons were fighting, likewise the euepéclloweras endured the crusities of war. 
enlisted. For many of these women, their own homes were either bud) LI Dargely-Korgoktad Midbificus GE FERA Ween Whe followed thé 
occupied by the British or under the threat of Indian raids. army" are now being rediscovered by today's historians. 

Campfollowers travelled in the rear along with the baggage and 


supplies. Gen Washington considered the campfollowers "a clog upon 


every movement". In fact, they did tend to slow down the troops on 


buckets, 
flints and 


the march but this was sometimes due to the fact that they carried 


tin lanterns, 


cups, canteens, hat blanks, cloth- 


$350 


their belongings, as well as the small children. 


Wisely, Washington put aside his reservations and permitted a 


patterns, 


V 
5 
sto 
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number of women to work in the camps for half rations. The widespread 


books 


For the muzzleloader/re-enac- 
Join our mailing list and watch 


dismissal could have led to the desertion of many of their soldier 
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18th and 19th Century house- 
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churns, plates, bowls, 


ing, buttons, ironware 
much more. 


tor; 


husbands, and, moreover, the campfollowers performed necessary domestic 
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LAMB’S ARTILLERY CO. 


The Company of Artillery in the Department of 
New York was founded in May 1775 by John 
Lamb, a 41-year-old New York City merchant and 
leader since 1768 of the Sons of Liberty, upon 
acceptance by the Continental Congress of his 
application for a Captaincy in Artillery. To outfit 
the company, he raided the Royal storehouse at 
Turtle Bay; later, he absconded with 21 British 
cannons from the Battery. Assigned to the North- 
ern Army, Lamb's Artillery helped Montgomery 
capture Montreal and lay siege to Quebec. When 
Montgomery was killed, Lamb with Daniel Morgan 
led the army into Quebec City where, knocked out 
by grapeshot which shattered his left cheekbone, 
Lamb was taken prisoner. During his captivity, 
Congress promoted Lamb to Major in Knox's 
Regiment of Artillery and made him Commander 
of Artillery in the Northwest Department. A pris- 
oner exchange released Lamb from parole and he 
rejoined the army at Morristown in January 1777, 
where he was commissioned Colonel, Comman- 
dant of Artillery, empowered to command six 
companies. Lamb used his own credit to obtain 
money to fill the companies. He became the princi- 
pal advisor to General Knox, now Commander of 
all Continental Artillery. Lamb directed the artil- 
lery defenses of the Hudson Highlands, was ap- 
pointed Surveyor of Ordnancein March 1779, and 
was made Commander of Artillery at West Point 
in June 1780. In 1781 Lamb led the American 
artillery to Yorktown where, as second in com- 
mand after Knox, he directed the barrage that led 
to Cornwallis' surrender on October 19, 1781. 





DANIEL MORGAN'S RIFLE CO. 


Morgan's Rifle Company was raised in June 1775 
by Daniel Morgan, a 38-year-old teamster with 
legendary experience on the Virginia frontier, 
upon the Continental Congress' call for rifle com- 
panies to support the siege of Boston. With 96 men, 
Morgan marched 600 miles, from Winchester to 
Cambridge, in 21 days and took up positions as 
sharpshooters, earning the British epithet, "those 
shirt-tail men, with their twisted guns, the most 
fatal widow-and-orphan-makers in the world." 
Commanding his own and two Pennsylvania rifle 
companies, Captain Morgan led Arnold’s army 
through the Maine wilderness to Quebec where, on 
New Years Eve, 1775, he with Captain John 
Lamb led the “forlorn hope” into the city, only to 
be overwhelmed and captured. Sent home on 
parole, Morgan was promoted by Congress in 
November 1776 to Colonel, Commander of the 
Eleventh Virginia Regiment. Released from parole 
by a prisoner exchange, Morgan rejoined the army 
at Morristown in April 1777 and directed his 
“Rangers” in harassing the enemy. Designated 
“the Advance of the Army”, Morgan’s Rifles 
marched to Saratoga to combat British General 
Burgoyne. The casualties inflicted by the rifle 
corps led Burgoyne to exclaim, “Sir, youcommand 
the finest regiment in the world.” In October 1780, 
Congress appointed Morgan a Brigadier General 
attached to Greene’s Southern Army. Drawing the 
British inland away from their supply base, 
Morgan, in January 1781, defeated the infamous 
Tarleton, at Cowpens, South Carolina, resulting 
in the loss of one-fourth of Cornwallis’ army. 





MORGAN RIFLE CORPS, Inc., is a non-profit 
educational organization dedicated to recreating 
and reliving the experiences of the American 
Revolution era. The Corps is comprised of Daniel 
Morgan’s Rifle Company, founded in 1958, and 
Lamb’s Artillery Company, founded in 1959. 
Both Companies are based on the originals of 
1775. All clothing and equipment used by the 
members is authentic to the period. 


MORGAN’S RIFLEMEN wear homemade 
clothes, featuring the fringed linen hunting frock 
and trousers, and carry Pennsylvania flintlock 
longrifles. They portray the frontiersmen and 
hunters who joined the War for Independence. 


LAMB’S ARTILLERYMEN wear uniforms of 
buff-faced blue wool regimental coats, buff weskits 
and knee breeches, and carry swords, bayonets 
and reproductions of the British Brown Bess or 
French Charleville flintlock muskets. Their can- 
non is modeled on the British three-pounder field 
piece, the bronze barrel cast from an original 
captured at the Battle of Saratoga. 


THE WOMEN portray camp followers, wives 
who followed their men and tended to their support 
in camp. They make good use of the camp equip- 
ment owned by the Corps, such as tents and 
cooking utensils. Some are adept with a rifle or 
musket and shoot along with the men. 


THE MEN AND WOMEN of the Corps enjoy a 
camaraderie seldom found in today’s hectic world. 
Corps events, which include selected re-enactment 
of Revolutionary War musters, battles and camp- 
life demonstrations, often at historic sites, are a 
family affair. At a typical encampment a variety 
of colonial crafts and skills is demonstrated; this 
includes gunsmithing, wool and flax spinning, 
camp cookery, basketry, leatherworking and wood- 
working. (Regarding the cookery, the meals pre- 
pared over an open fire from 18th-century recipes 
are simply mouth-watering.) 


MEMBERSHIP IS OPEN to all persons who 
havea love of American history and the outdoors. 
Fees are nominal. Further information may be 
obtained from any member. 


photos by Frank Cecala, Marcia Glover, Kathy Cecala 
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EX. DIR. COMMENT: Well, it looks like we have 
a little competition in the Volo Family. 
Dorothy Volā has submitted this Cross Word 
Puzzle. Look for the answers in the next 
issue. Good idea Dot. 
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ACROSS CLUES 


i. Two can eat as cheaply as one 
when served from this. 

9. In poor hands, this turns the 
best flax into tow. 

8. Used to serve children pease. 

9. This doesn’t connect Boston & 
New YorK but rather warp & weft. 


10. Aras ^neath a pot to Keep it 
hot. 

12. “Industry’s symbol are needle and 
13. You may think this is a joke but 
hauling is easy with a ----. 

15. Firedogs 

18. The lacemaker was sobbin^ because 
she lost her ------ : 

19. Caution. Do not let the bread 
burn when you have butter in 
your Se ee e 

20. Handy for making tapes? You bet! 

22. Pestal mate 

23. Elizabeth’s favorite Kind of 


lamp. 


Save the candle. Use this light 
especially when in a hurry. 
Bread shovel 

You’d be at odds without one. 

A place for flint, steel & 
charred cloth 

Even Miss Muffet would have this 
on her hearth. 

To grind your spices at will, 
handy you must 


Keep . 
Who *wood^ 


turn down service for 


& —— e oe 


eight of this? 

"Two heads, One body" 

Quick way to ready a skien 

Full of food, this might bring 
many running to your door. 

No need to stretch your neck if 
this. 


your hearth has 








CLUES 

A mug to put your grog in 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


G. GEDNEY GODWIN 

SUILER 

Whofe Eftablifoment is againfi Bafs on 
Welfo Road, at the Valley Forge, 


in Penn/jlvania Province, 


3 e to announce that he is importing a complete Line of 
Items ufeful to the Military Man; fuch as Mutkets, Bayonets, 
Leather Goods, Uniforms, Cocked Hats, divers forts of brazen Sun- 
dries, &c., all done in the neateft manner. Thofe Gentlemen who 
will favor him with their cuftom, may depend on their work being 
difpatched and their favors gratefully acknowledged, by their very 


G. Gedney Godwin. 


humble Servant. 








We are specialists in historically accurate, fully functional reproductions 
from the French & Indian War through the Civil War. 
An 85-pg. illustrated catalog costs $3.85 - refundable. 


G. Gedney Godwin Inc. * P.O. Box 100P * Valley Forge, PA 19481 


THIS RECEIPT WAS ESPICALLY PREPARED FOR 
THE L.H.A. WHEN IN CAMP.WE EXPECT LAMB'S ARTILLERY 


TO SHOOT THE BEAST. 


d elephant (medium size 


2 rabbits (optional) 
salt and pepper 


) 





ELEPHANT STEW 


Cut the elephant into small bite-size pieces. This should take about two 


months. Add enough 
‘four weeks at 465 de 

This will serve thirt 
rabbits may be added, bu 
to find a hare in their ste 


brown gravy to cover. Cook over kerosene fire for about 
grees. ; 
y-eight hundred people. If mare are expected, two 


t do this only if necessary as some people do not like 
v, 


Please, no letters on quantities! 
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April 10, 11; 35 19397 
*By Invitation Only 





BARLOW'S FARM 
Horseback Rd. 
Anson, Maine 04911 


Your invited, NO! CHALLENGED! To attend the First Annual Cushnoc 
Spring Rendezvous and test your skill against your fellow Rangers, 
Mountainmen, Indians, and other countrymen. 


Activities will include: 

Tomahawk throwing 
Knife throwing 

Fire starting 
Competition shooting 
Survival walk 
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There will be plenty of shooting, so bring your BALL'S! 
*A practice area will be provided. 
All ties.for any of the events will be settled by a shoot off. 


Bring appropriate dress and lodge for your period, also bring your own 
food, utensils, and squaws (or someone elses) *Firewood will be provided. 


All contestants are required to bring at least one item for the prize 
blanket, we reserve the right to refuse inappropriate items or duplicates, 
So bring several of your choice items. Everyone wins at this rendezvous! 
The first Cushnoc Rendezvous is limited to 100 contestants, so get your 
Registration in early. We will be looking forward to seeing you in the 


Spring of '87. 
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Please detach and return this portion *No charge for this Rendezvous* 
PRE-REGISTRATION FORM 











NAME This form will reserve your entry spot. 
All registrations must be in prior to 
ADDRESS April 1,.198/. 
SEND TO: 
TELEPHONE Gary L. Cronau, RFD #1, Box 175, 
Gardiner, Maine 04345 
DATE OF ARRIVAL For inquires call: 
Gary L. Cronau - (207)582- 7703 A.M. 
NUMBER IN YOUR PARTY Bill M. Forbes - (207)623-9013 P.M. 


———— 























MUSICK OF THE CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION 
Bicentennial Celebration at Fort Mifflin 
August, 1987 


What's a celebration without music? Not as much fun as it can be WITH music! And 

in order to celebrate an event as important as the one commemorating the Constitutional 
Convention of 1787, the music must be historically accurate and appealing to the 

public audience as well as the performers while remaining technically challenging 

to the varied musical skill levels sure to be represented in the conglomerate of 
musicians who wish to be part of this exciting event. Although this goal seems for- 
midable, it can be accomplished if proper planning is done well in advance of the 
performance date. 


It is the hope of the sponsoring organization, the Living History Association, that 
all prospective musicians unite in their efforts to enhance the military activities 
with the proper music as described above, and a music master has been appointed 
to oversee these efforts. If you are a musician planning to participate in the 
Constitutional Convention Bicentennial festivities, please read this notice care- 
fully and plan to submit any requested information or direct any pertinent questions 
in as timely a manner as possible to the following person: 
Susan Cifaldi 
101 Main Street 
Ellington, Connecticut 06029 

([203] 872-2866) 
Thank you for your kind efforts at making this an outstanding musical and military 
event! 


MUSICAL EVENTS 
Parade--This is a certainty! It will begin at 10:30 A.M. on Saturday and will con- 
sist of all eligible participants--men-at-arms, campfollowers, musicians--subject 
to the rules and regulations to be imposed by the commander. All participants, 
whether they be musicians or not, will be subject to these rules, which will be 
forthcoming to all registered participants as the date draws nearer. Please make 
every effort to conform to these rules and submit any questions you may have to 
the commander well in advance of the date in order to ensure a smooth-running event 
that will please participant and spectator alike with the least amount of last-minute 
emergencies. 


Musically, we must remember that this is an historical event that attempts to re-create 
the military musical environment of the 1780's. Thus, our music should represent 
appropriate selections from this period. (There are myriad nonhistorical events that 
crowd our calendar providing ample opportunity for us to play our old favorites 
without concern for authenticity.) The most widely available musical source books 
used by fife-and-drum groups are the Company Book I and II, available for $10.00 
each from 
Helen Arsenault, 
Individual Membership Chairperson 
The Company of Fifers and Drummers 
269 North Front Street E 
New Haven, CT 

Attached please find a listing of selections from these publications that are appro- 


priate for our event. All others, although they may bear titles that sound as if they 
come from the 18th century, are of modern composition and are NOT AUTHORIZED for this 


event. 





Music ^ selected from the B.A.R.'s A Collection of Standardized Fife Tunes and Drum 
Accompanyment from the period 1775-1783 is also appropriate; this book can be obtained 
for $4.00 by request from the following: 

Ray Hauley 
P.O. Box 125 
Valatie, New York 


Music selected from.appropriate primary sources, such as the British fife manuals 
or manuscripts from the period c. 1770-90, of course, should be consulted in com- 
piling a list of suitable tunes. Secondary sources that rely upon these primary 
sources (such as the red, white, and blue blooks from Williamsburg) are also fine 
choices that are easily obtainable, as long as they are scrutinized for possible 
19th c. content. The Williamsburg publications can be purchased from: 
Colonial Williamsburg Foundation Bookstore, Mail Order 
201 Fifth Avenue, Box CH 
Williamsburg, VA 
If other secondary sources are consulted in preparing your musical itinerary, 
please check their bibliographies carefullv. Some secondary sources make no efforts 
to document their music, and others use misdated materials or rely upon tunes from 
later time periods. If in doubt, please contact the music master well in advance 
to discuss your selections, for we wish to avoid entirely the embarassing situation 
of refusing to allow a group to participate at the last moment. 


Musical ceremonies--These are not so certain. Although we are sure they will occur, 
we are not quite so sure what form they will take or what music they might require. 
Therefore, we must be musically prepared for just about anything normally expected 
from the field musicians, such as the following duty calls 
Reveille 
Troop/Assembly 
Drums Call 
Retreat 
Taptoo 
In addition, the following irregular calls might be needed: 
Pioneer's march (for the fatigue duty) 
Meal calls (breakfast call, dinner call) 
; Church call 
The Rogue's March, hopefully, won't be necessary at such a grand occasion. Should 
a battle or some sort of battle tactics demonstration be scheduled, the Parley might 
be needed. Be prepared and know them all! (If you are not a member of the LHA, 
please contact the music master for copies of the tunes and beatings used in these 
routine duty calls.) 


Flae ceremonies--These are certain to be planned, in one style or another. As musicians, 
we must be prepared for either a troop ceremony or even a feu de joie. Be sure your 
group is familiar with the tune "Chester," for it is a favorite tune often selected 

by the commander during this type of ceremony, one where all the provincials show 

their respect to the colors of the new nation. 


IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS—ANY QUESTIONS AT ALL———- 


Please do not hesitate to contact 
the music master at any time regarding your proposed selections of music for this 
event! If we all work together, we can make this the BEST musical and military event 
ever!!!! ; 
Best wishes, 
ga 


Music Master for the Constitutional Convention 








TO BE COMPLETED BY THE FIFE/DRUM MAJORS OF PARTICIPATING UNITS 
Please return the completed form to the music master at the address listed below: 


Susan Cifaldi 
101 Main Street 
Ellington, Connecticut 06029 


Should you have any questions regarding the information sought by this form, please write 


to the address listed or call: 
(203) 872-2866 
Many thanks for your efforts!! 


NAME OF UNIT 
If associated with men-at-arms, list the name of the associated unit: 


NUMBER OF FIFERS EXPECTED TO PARTICIPATE: 





NUMBER OF DRUMMERS EXPECTED TO PARTICIPATE 





ARE YOU WILLING TO MASS YOUR MUSIC WITH OTHER PARTCIPANTS: 
If "no," please list reasons: 





(use extra space if necessary) 


What concessions would you suggest in order to enable your group to participate in 
massed musical events: 


(use more space if necessary) 

Please remember that all musicians are encouraged to participate; however, if some 
units find it impossible to mass their music, they may be asked to refrain from playing 
during massed musical events. Every effort will be made to rectify situations that 
prevent units from playing as one if potential problems are brought to the attention of 
the music master within a sufficient time period. 


Please list at least 10 tunes that conform to the musical standards of this event 
your group can play fairly well. Indicate also if you would be willing to share your 
source for these tunes: 




















PLEASE SEE OVER 
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Please list at least 5 tunes that your group would like to see included in a reper- 
toire for the massed musicians, appropriate for use in troop or retreat ceremonies. 
List at least one that would be appropriate for feu de joie or other dignified cere- 
mony : 
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List any other information you feel would enhance the musical presentations at 
the Constitutional Convention events: 
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List the name and address of a contact person Thank you for your kindness in 
representing your group who would be willing filling out this rather lengthy 
to act as liason for your unit: -form. Should you have any 


questions do not hesitate to 
contact the music master at the 
address or phone number on the 
ADDRESS reverse of this form. Please 
keep this name, address, and 
phone number for future reference. 


NAME 


nl 


PHONE: 


This information will be compiled with that obtained from other respondents and 

used to develop a common repertoire for use by the massed musicians for the Conven- 
tion during those events calling for massing them. You will be notified as early as 
possible regarding the results. You may use your own approved selections on other 
occasions, but on those occasions calling for the massed music, we will use a selection 
from the common repertoire. 
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So's to hook up with 
the Yorktown soiree when 
General George and the 
French Count sinalty end- 
ed up atop the Wee , 
Lets back up to the Last 
page of my journal seen 
here in the last issue. 
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As you recall, the . sie s — 
o get aho£t of 


Fronchées and us set up the surrender field at Yorktown village so as t 
Lond Cornwallis’ silver sword. : 


Good ole "Fats" Knox, the best cannon shot this side of Captain Teach's "Black Bind", 
la three master), and General John Sullivan Laid out the field as pretty as a deer tract. 
We'uns, with General George, stood to the north alookin south, while then pretty French 
fads stood to the south, arraning north. i 


Sullivan, smart as a New Hampshire cow dealer, giggered to make the ned coats pass 
a-tween the victors, much Like a gauntlet I once Aan up near Crown Point. Onty difference 
being we didn't swing war clubs, only black Looks. 


Soon, grum off toward the village, a great Huzzah, (o£Lowed by two other great bellows, 
told us the ^um was gone and the "Lobsters" would soon walk the "dry gauntlet" to stack 
their shinney "Besaes". A great skirl of pipes and 4ifes and the hollow boom of mug 42ed 
up drum pots told me as plain as day that they was a-comin in style. I knowed those cusses 
had saved their cleanest and whitest of gear to put the rebs io shame. We couldn't see 
them but they was Like a comming summer thunder storm. 





Sudden£y, a crash of drums and {ifes and the sounds of "Gabes Silver Horns" sprung up 
(uam the French Camp, and into sight came the prettiest soldiers I'd ever Laid eyes on. 
Whites Like the top of the crystel hills in New Hampshire province, reds Like the ripe 
Baldwins of Squire Clarks orchard agter a frost, and blues, greens and golds all spoke of 
a Count who Loved his troops and their $ancee dress uniforms. On came those Fee nce, 
wheeling right and Left, right into Line, like a belt of wampum. 


Me and Festus was all blowed up with the pride of a buck deer in October. Why those 
French troops all had new store bought suits, brass Like go£d and shoes which Looked to be 
fnesh out of a barrel of whale oil, they shined Like the sun. 


Suddenly, to the tune I'd heard as a cub on my dear mothers knee, "The World Turned 
Upside Down", on came the red coats. They were Led by Brigader General Charlie O'Hara 
and not by Cornwallis, who claimed to have the stomach (£ux. Festus and me boti £umb£ed 
to his stunt quick as a partridge. He couldn't bear to hand his steel to rebel Washington. 
Fostus and me saw how quick his $£ux came on when we brung him the fattened up count of 
Washington's forces back akong. 


A3 








Down twix the Line they came, Led by my acquaintance. of Ote North Bridge, Sargeant 
Major O'Leary of His Majestys Forces. As he passed Festos» and me he suddenty remembered 
whar he had seed us, "You, Ben Thar and that over stuffed school master, your the cause 
of all this.” "14 I warn't under orders, you two would swing Like Leftenant Hale up to 
White Plains. I jerked that string mysels", says he. Up akong side of the Sargeant 
came the great Curnel Loding, Broken Bow and Lame Bears’ hero. "Get along O'Leary", 
says he, "on I'££ have yourhide on my writing desk". A glance at me and Festus told us 
that we had best steer clear of that Inish Lad. 


Company after company marched by to throw their muskets in a great pile, some even 
staving them up Like a twig broom. The smell of rum reminded me of old Cap Rogers over 
to Stoodlies Tavern at the Banke in Portsmouth Town, where he and his green clad devils 
drank up everything except the wash maids mop water. 


Soon the pile of Besses stcod as high as General Washington's head and stil they came. 
a-dnagging cannon, colors and pikes. At the end the camp ladies, all a-weepin and Lookin 
for new quarters, followed the Last of the British. 


Soon at was quiet, only the rustle of álags and stamping of horses broke the heavy 
silence. General O'Hara dismounted and advanced towards :Count Rochambeau who very sternly 
shook his head and directed the "Irisher" to General Washington. O'Hara then advanced 
to General Washington who asked him where the "Lord" was. "Sick" sez O'Hara, "and he ' 
asked me to tender his sword to you sir”. 


"Oh, Oh" sez Festus, "the Generals face has Lit up Like a barberry bush in October". 


Soon the colon drained away and the grand General Looked about. His eyes flicked 
Like a swallow, (om one officer to another. Knox, Sullivan, Wurzberger, Cilley, 
Rochambeau, "Light Horse” Harry Lee, Desandre, Conley, Curnel Shorey, Alex Hamilton, 
de Marne, Jedediah Preble and a forest of others. His eyes Settled onto General Lincoln, 
who understood the nod and stepped ahead, taking the steel for our General. 


Weel folks, its over down here. The British would wander about the south on parole 
while Generat Washington shored up the peace, the same as I've seen beaver dam up a wild 
bock. Time would give us the peace so dearly won, as my furnal will show. 


Be seein ya down the trale 


Ben Thar 
Private 
Continental Soldier 
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MUMPS 
Tie a black sock around your neck. To keep 
mumps from going down on a boy, tie a red 
cloth around his waist. 


NOSEBLEED 
Every night pour a bucket of cold water over 
your head. Keep this up for fourteen days and 
you will be cured. 


HICCUPS 
To cure hiccups; a sure cure. Hold your arms 
above your head and pant like a dog. Or take 
a drink of water while standing on your head. 
Or hold your breath and count to ten. 





TOWN OF PEMBROKE 


275th ANNIVERSARY COMMITTEE 


TOWN HALL 
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INVITATION TO FARTICIFATE IN 

FEMEFOKE'S COLONIAL ENCAMFMENT 
July 24-26, 1387 

Next year marks the 275th Anniversary of the incorporation af the 
Town of Pembroke, Massachusetts. As an important part of the i " 
year-long celebration, a Colonial Encampment will be held featuring 
camplife, crafts and military activities of the Revolutionary War 
period. Your, unit and many others which make up the Massachusetts 
Council of Minutemen and Militia ¢MCMM) are cordially invited ta take 
part in what. may well be the most colerful and 


i event 
spenscored by the 275th Anniversary Committees. its 


exciting 


Fembroke was incorporated in 1712, having previously been a part of 
Plymouth. A town of 14,000, it is well-known for its rural atmosphere 
and many colonial homes. Fembroke lies midway between Boston and Cape 
Cod and is 15 miles north of Flymouth and its rich 17th 
character. The town is readily accessible via Route 3 from the 
or south and by Routes 106, 14 and 27 .from the west. 
residents are proud of its history and is extremely 
about its upcoming birthday celebration. 


Century 
north 
Pembroke’s 

enthusiastic 


The Colonial Encampment planned for the weekend of July 24 


26, 1387 will be held on the ideal ly-situated High School hihi. à 
The location features several athletic fields and wooded areas very 
well suited to setting up British and American camps, suttlers ‘and 
craftsmen. The fields also appear to be ideal for mustering, 
skirmishing ^ and battling on a rather large scale. Spectator 
visibility and crowd control can be easily achieved within the area 
laid mut and there are large areas for parking, as well as "ZzOth 


century" camping. In short, the site appears ideal for the weekend’s 


events. } 


The following summerizes the encampment as Planned thus far: 


1. British and American camps will be set up by participating 
units, with firepits and wood for cooking, straw and hay for bedding 
provided by the Committee. ‘ 


2. Space will be provided near the camps for colonial 
and craftsmen to set up their wares and demonstrations. 


suttlers 


S. Mustering, drilling, music and firing demonstrations will be 
scheduled oan Saturday and Sunday fcr all units whe wish to 
participate in these activities. 


4. Skirmishes and battles will be held on Saturday and Sunday 


town's 
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with a generous black powder allotment for muskets and cannons 
provided. Flanning and mangement of these activities would be under 
the guidance of the MCMM and according to its rules of conduct and 
safetv. 

S. A barbecue for participating units will be held Saturday 
evening with food provided by the Committee. Free attendance may be 
limited to those uniformed and costumed members participating ta the 
greatest degree in the two days of events. 


&. A contra dance - square dance will be held Saturday night in 
the High School gym. Attendance will be free to uniformed and 
costumed participants, with a modest charge for  others,including 
Fembroke Residents. 


7. An 18th Century "hell fire and brimstone" church service will 
be held in one of Fembroke’s 18th century churches on Sunday Morning. 


In addition ta these, consideration is being given to such other 
activities as recreational swimming at  Hobomock Fond Beach, a 
tomahawk-thrawing competition and awards to the largest, mast 
authentic and mast colorful units. We af the Committee are looking 
forward to an event that the town will surely remember unti! its 
SoOoth Anniversary! 
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Attached is a questionnaire designed to give us an 
of interest among the Revolutionary War units in New 
invitation will soon be sent to colonial craftsman and 
establish their level of interest in participating. 
participation is the most important component of sur plans and a 
measure of your interest is vital. Even if yours is a unit of few 
members, we can arrange to have you combine with other units for 
purposes of drilling and battling. So please fill eut the 
questionaire and return it, in the enclosed envelope, as soon as 
possible. 


We look forward to your joining us next July Z4th-26tl 





Frank L. Sfp: arzo 
140 Elm St 
Fembroke, Ma 02355 
826-6010 


Tom Whalen 

FO Box 41 

N. Fembroke, Ma 02358 
826-238? 
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RES IVE OUR NASER 5 HISTOR? 


LIVING HISTORY PROGRAMS TACTICAL GAMES 
RE-ENACTMENTS : = 18TH CENTURY CAMPING 
COMPETITION SHOOTING & SKILLS TRAVEL & SIGHT-SEEING 


The recreated British 64th Regiment oft Foot, a national non- 
profit educational association which portrays the common life 
of the Revoluticnary War period, is now actively recruiting new 
members 


Correct 18th Century patterns and fabrics are available to 
members to inexpensively make authentic clothing and accessories. 
Complete uniforms and accoutrements are also available at nominal 


prices. 

We have been granted official permission to re-create the 64th 
Regiment of the Revolutionary War period by the present Stafford- 
shire Reg't in England -- with which we have close ties. 


Call or write today for further details on this exciting hobby. 


CONTACT: Puones 


HAROLD RABINOWITZ oe 
215 HART BLVD I- (7/8) 442-1321 


STATEN ISLAND NEW YORK 
| = /O30; 
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THANKS TO RAY DAY: This is the verse side of the coin 
to be given to the Reenactors who perform at Fort 

Mifflim during the Const Convention. Ray is doing the 
art work and American Maple Corp granted us the funds. 





